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CONGRATULATIONS TO JESSE M. 

BALTAZAR ON HIS 95TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. RYAN K. ZINKE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to rec-
ognize a great American patriot, Mr. Jesse M. 
Baltazar, on the occasion of his 95th birthday. 
His service to America covers three wars, four 
federal agencies, postings in nine countries 
and government travel to over 80 nations. He 
is a true and tested member of the Greatest 
Generation. 

Major Jesse M. Baltazar, USAF (Ret.) was 
born in Manila, Philippines on October 8th, 
1920, and began his military career with the 
United States Armed Forces, Far East 
(USAFFE). He is a veteran of WWII, Korea, 
and Vietnam; a Japanese Prisoner of War and 
Bataan Death March Survivor. 

During Maj. Baltazar’s Purple Heart cere-
mony on January 20, 2015, former Chief-of- 
Staff of the Army Gen. Ray Odierno summa-
rized Maj. Baltazar’s career to this country as 
follows: 

I am moved by Maj. Baltazar’s humility, 
his selflessness, and his service to our Nation 
. . . It’s a story about a young man from the 
Philippines who fought to defend both his 
home and our Nation following the fateful 
attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941; 
a story about a man who understands the im-
portance of unparalleled national commit-
ment and the willingness to volunteer and 
serve; a story of honor and courage; and a 
story about an American Patriot, Soldier, 
Airman, and Diplomat. 

And Gen. Odierno went on to describe the 
bravery of Maj. Baltazar during the Battle of 
Bataan, which earned him the Purple Heart: 

On March 15, 1942, Sergeant Baltazar was 
hit by shrapnel in the leg when the Japanese 
bombed an area near his camp. With the 
American and Filipino forces now having 
been cut off since January 1942, supplies were 
dwindling and facilities were limited. So he 
underwent surgery in an open air jungle hos-
pital with minimal anesthesia and little 
time to recover. As the battle raged on and 
our Soldiers valiantly fought to hold the 
line, 76,000 American and Filipino soldiers 
eventually were forced to put down their 
arms and surrender on April 9, 1942. 

When the Bataan Death March began, Ser-
geant Baltazar was forced to use a bamboo 
stick as a cane to help him walk. He suffered 
brutality and starvation at the hands of his 
Japanese captors in conditions that led to 
the spread of disease. Exhausted and fearing 
that he was going to die, he seized an oppor-
tunity to escape on the third night into the 
infamous 66 mile march. Hiding in a fisher-
man’s boat for a two-hour ride through the 
thick swamp, Sergeant Baltazar found his 
way back home, where he proceeded to join 
the Filipino resistance movement—what an 
incredible example of the strength of the 
human spirit. 

After being discharged from the army in 
1945, he went on to become the first Filipino- 
born Officer in the United States Air Force in 
1948. He served for 20 years in the Air Force, 
primarily overseas as a Special Agent in the 
Office of Special Investigations (OSI), where 
he authored the monthly Counter-Intelligence 
report for Korea (1950–52), West Berlin 
(1956–58) and France (1958–60). During the 
Korean War, he was one of a handful of 

American officers posted to Korea that spoke 
both Russian and Chinese. During the Cold 
War, he was stationed in Berlin when the Ber-
lin Wall was erected. After retiring from the 
military he worked for the United States De-
partment of State, USAID and the Department 
of Labor. From 1966–70 with USAID, he 
served in Vietnam as Deputy Provincial Advi-
sor. During the Sandinista conflict, he served 
as Regional Security Officer with the Voice of 
America for Nicaragua, Belize and Costa Rica. 
He retired from the State Department in 1988 
and then returned as a contract employee. 
Maj. Baltazar continues to serve at the Depart-
ment of State, where at 95, he is their eldest 
worker. 

Maj. Baltazar received his BS from George-
town University in Linguistics and MA from the 
University of Virginia in Education. He speaks 
seven languages, including Russian, Chinese, 
German, French, Spanish, English and Taga-
log. 

His military awards and decorations include: 
Bronze Star, Purple Heart, WWII Victory 
Medal, POW Medal, American Defense Serv-
ice Medal, WWII Theater Campaign (Pacific), 
The Korean Service Medal, Vietnam Service 
Medal, UN Service Medal, Philippine Presi-
dential Unit Citation, Korean Presidential Unit 
Citation. 

Maj. Baltazar is a devoted husband and fa-
ther. He has been happily married to his wife 
Margrit for 55 years. They have five children, 
Katherine, Susanne, Thomas, Phillip and 
Melchior, and are blessed with nine grand-
children and one great-grandchild. 

Few choose to lead a life of service like 
Jesse M. Baltazar. He is a living inspiration to 
all of us of the character, honor, and commit-
ment required to keep our nation free. It is a 
great honor today to recognize him on his 
95th birthday, for his dedication and sacrifice 
to our great country. 

f 

REMEMBERING A TOLEDO 
TRADITION 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a landmark business in Toledo, 
Ohio. Red Wells Roast Beef restaurant closed 
its doors this month after nearly 100 years of 
serving its traditional hot roast beef sandwich. 
As he retires, owner Richard Wells does not 
wish to sell the restaurant and its homemade 
offerings. 

Legendary in West Toledo, Red Wells offi-
cially began in 1894 when Allen and Eva 
Wells served food in their hotels, boarding 
houses and saloons. After he returned from 
service in World War 1, their son Clark 
Wells—nicknamed ‘‘Red’’—partnered with his 
father to open up a restaurant serving signa-
ture hot roast beef sandwiches. The restaurant 
grew quickly and in 1930 the family opened up 
two restaurants in downtown Toledo, one of 
which was the first restaurant in the city to be 
electrified. Richard Wells started in the family 
business in 1946. He persuaded the family to 
open up its current location on Sylvania Ave-
nue in West Toledo in 1957. 

The business continued to do well offering a 
menu of items first cooked by Eva Wells: in 

addition to the most luscious hot roast beef 
sandwiches anywhere in the world, the res-
taurant also served such comfort food as 
mashed potatoes and Red Wells’ famous 
gravy, a hot turkey sandwich, green beans, 
corn, pies and pudding. Richard Wells also 
grew the business to other locations, but it 
was the Sylvania Avenue restaurant that was 
the business’ mainstay. 

A gathering place for friends and family, 
both the regular and occasional diners of Red 
Wells will surely miss its homey cafeteria at-
mosphere, friendly staff and hearty food. Just 
as the restaurant was generational, so too 
were the diners. Patrons passed their love of 
Red Wells down through their children. On its 
last day there were so many people the res-
taurant could not serve them all. 

As Richard Wells eases into retirement, we 
wish him much enjoyment spending time 
doing what he wishes and being with those for 
whom he cares. May he know that the legend 
that became Red Wells Roast Beef restaurant 
will live on in Toledo memory. 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF KIWANIS INTER-
NATIONAL AND THE 95TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE JOLIET CHAP-
TER OF KIWANIS 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 100th anniversary of Kiwanis 
International and the 95th anniversary of the 
Joliet Chapter of Kiwanis. What began with 
only two members on a fateful fall day in 1914 
has grown to an international organization with 
over 600,000 members that devote over 6 mil-
lion hours of service annually. On January 21, 
1915 the state of Michigan returned the cor-
porate charter, this date has been celebrated 
as the birthday of Kiwanis ever since. 

With their motto, ‘‘Serving the Children of 
the World,’’ Kiwanis International has done 
just that, improving the lives of children across 
the world, one child and one community at a 
time. Kiwanis International has reached this 
milestone because it has always stayed true 
to the six permanent Objects of Kiwanis Inter-
national, which remain unchanged since their 
approval in 1924. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commemorating the 100th and 95th anni-
versaries of Kiwanis International and the Jo-
liet Chapter of Kiwanis as they continue their 
long tradition of fellowship and service. 

f 

HONORING DAWN DOWDY 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Dawn Dowdy a track 
coach and mentor and one of my district’s 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Dawn Dowdy was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 
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Whereas, Dawn Dowdy is a dedicated Track 

Coach for Hamilton High School. Dawn has 
redefined the term ‘‘dedication’’ and has not 
let the fact that Hamilton High does not have 
a track on campus hinder her students from 
reaching personal goals and competing in re-
gional competitions. 

Whereas, Dawn has not allowed substantial 
budget cuts deter her from attracting a high 
number of students into her program. She has 
orchestrated fundraising to ensure students 
have the means to participate and takes a 
personal interest in each student to make sure 
they keep up with their academics. Some of 
her students have competed in the State 
Finals and obtained college scholarship funds. 

Whereas, Hamilton City is a small, tight-knit 
community of 2,000. Dawn’s ability to mentor, 
motivate and maximize students’ potential on 
and off the Track is priceless. 

Resolved, That I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Dawn Dowdy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CYNTHIA WILLIAMS 
AND THE AUSTIN PEOPLES AC-
TION CENTER 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, for more than thirty-five years the Austin 
Peoples Action Center (APAC) has been an 
integral part of the Austin community. Orga-
nized principally by the Williams family and 
parishioners of the Third Unitarian Church, 
APAC has grown to become one of the pre-
mier social service agencies in the state of Illi-
nois, and its principal staff person Ms. Cynthia 
Williams is known as one of the most effective 
agency directors in the state. As a social serv-
ice agency, APAC provides quality health and 
human services to thousands of Chicago’s 
neediest residents, including people with dis-
abilities, seniors at risk, children, youth and 
adults with mental illness and substance 
abuse problems. APAC is known for having 
the largest women, infants and children’s pro-
gram in the state of Illinois and I might add the 
most effective. For thirty-five years of great 
leadership and community service I commend 
Cynthia Williams and the Austin Peoples Ac-
tion Center for their contributions to improving 
the quality of life for Chicago residents. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JADEN 
MERRICK’S WORLD RECORD SET-
TING RACE TIME FOR THE HALF 
MARATHON IN THE 7-YEAR-OLD 
AGE GROUP 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate a young constituent of mine—Jaden 
Merrick from Cedar Falls, Iowa—on his world 
record setting race time for the half marathon 
in the 7-year-old age group. 

On September 12, 2015, Jaden raced in the 
Cedar Valley Park-to-Park Half Marathon in 

Waterloo, Iowa. Jaden, having already raced 
to a world record for his age group in last 
year’s Park-to-Park 5K, rewrote the record 
books again—completing the half marathon in 
an astounding one hour, 43 minutes, and 34 
seconds. 

In addition to his remarkable race times, the 
local running community recognizes Jaden by 
his signature smile. He simply beams through 
every step of the race and his enthusiasm is 
undiminished despite the distances. He is an 
exceptional young man who enjoys having fun 
while competing. 

I extend my sincerest congratulations to 
Jaden and wish him well as he prepares to 
compete in the Junior Olympics for cross 
country and track in the upcoming spring. I 
would also like to congratulate Jaden’s par-
ents Brent and Sabina, on their perpetual sup-
port of their son and their encouragement of 
his talents. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF 
FORMER INDIANA STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE WILLIAM A. 
CRAWFORD 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to a respected 
public servant and outstanding citizen, former 
Indiana State Representative, William A. 
Crawford. 

Maya Angelou once said, ‘‘A great soul 
serves everyone all the time. A great soul 
never dies.’’ Representative Crawford is one 
such great soul, who served humanity in a 
special way. He spent his entire life dedicated 
to public service, pushing a message of equal-
ity and justice during his 40 years in the Indi-
ana General Assembly. 

On a personal note, Representative 
Crawford was a dear friend and mentor who I 
was privileged to know from a very young age. 
I have fond memories of getting to know ‘Bill’ 
as he served alongside my grandmother dur-
ing her time at the Statehouse. With Bill’s 
passing, our state has lost a champion, our 
city has lost a leader, and I have lost a friend. 

Revered as the most influential African- 
American state lawmaker in Indiana’s history, 
Representative Crawford made sure that Afri-
can-American Hoosiers had a voice in govern-
ment. He was the first African-American law-
maker to serve as chairman of the powerful 
and influential Indiana House Ways and 
Means Committee and was critical in starting 
the Indiana Black Legislative Caucus. 

Representative Crawford was destined to 
lead and when he spoke people listened. He 
was inspired to serve by the life and death of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He was present on 
April 4, 1968, and heard Senator Robert Ken-
nedy’s words at 17th and Broadway in Indian-
apolis announcing the death of Dr. King. Being 
there that night helped shape his career as an 
activist and led to his passionate work on be-
half of the Kennedy/King Memorial on that his-
toric site. Among his accomplishments was in-
creasing minority enrollment at Ivy Tech Com-
munity College and creating the Indiana Black 
Expo into the institution it is today. 

I extend my greatest sympathy to his wife 
Bernice, children Darren, Sr., Michael, Kim 
and Monica. I pray that God rests his soul and 
gives peace and comfort to his family and 
friends. 

f 

HONORING DEIDRE ROBINSON 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Deidre Robinson, a 
business leader and one of my district’s 2015 
Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Deidre Robinson was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Deidre Robinson has worked tire-
lessly for over 20 years as a diverse leader of 
relationship-building and strategic alliances. 
Deidre’s community service and volunteerism 
starts in Solano County and reaches as far as 
the San Francisco Bay Area. She recognizes 
the impact that others have had on her life 
and career and her passion for volunteerism, 
leadership, and commitment are based on a 
vision that is driven by personal experiences. 

Whereas, her volunteer contributions to or-
ganizations such as CoachArt, Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society, Kid Fest, Relay for Life, 
and other groups are remarkable. In addition, 
Deidre is also the Vice Treasurer of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha, Tau Upsilon Omega Chapter, 
for which she provides volunteer services to 
students and young adult women through 
mentoring and workshops on leadership. Re-
cently, Deidre was appointed by Governor Ed-
mund G. Brown Jr. to the California Board of 
Accountancy. 

Whereas, as a single mother of two, nothing 
has prevented Deidre from achieving monu-
mental milestones both professionally and per-
sonally. She has been a role model for both 
her children and the community. 

Resolved, That I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Deidre Robinson. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAJOR WILLIAM 
‘‘BILL’’ CONKLIN NOSKER 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Major William ‘‘Bill’’ Conklin 
Nosker. Bill was a member of the 1939 Ohio 
State Football Big Ten Championship team 
and a Major in the U.S. Army Air Corps during 
World War II. 

Bill was born in 1919 in Columbus, Ohio, 
and later moved to Upper Arlington. He was 
an active high school athlete, earning 14 var-
sity letters in four sports. He became one of 
the first athletes from Upper Arlington to play 
football at a major university and earned var-
sity letters three years at The Ohio State Uni-
versity. In 1940, Bill was named to the hon-
orary All-Big Ten Team. 
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